Southwestern CSD October 2026 Issue #01
r o N

Southwestern Community,

Thank you for taking the time to read our first district newsletter. We hope it provides our
community with helpful updates on what’s happening here at Southwestern. We are encouraged by the
great start to our school year—it’s hard to believe we are already nearing the end of the first
quarter!

This year, we tried something new by beginning school on a Wednesday, giving us a day between
Back to School Night and the first day of school. That extra day proved valuable time for planning after
the busyness of Back to School Night, and we look forward to continuing this approach in the future.
We also look forward to seeing parents at our parent-teacher conferences on October 2 and 3. Please
remember there will be no school on October 3, and our Fall Break runs from October 6-10. We hope
all of our Spartans enjoy a well-deserved break and that everyone has a chance to take in the beautiful
colors of autumn.

Dr. Jamie Wilkins
Superintendent
Southwestern CSD of Shelby County

Upcoming District Dates/Events
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Student Spotlights

Paxton Linville

|  Meet our primary student spotlight: first-grader Paxton Linville! Paxton
| s a joy to have in class, known for his contagious smile and a heart as
. warm as his personality. He's always the first to raise his hand, eager to
learn and participate in every lesson. His favorite thing about school is
= simply learning, with a special love for learning to read.

f gchool, Paxton likes to play his Nintendo. He even turns gaming into a learning
opportunity, practicing his reading by sounding out words in the games he plays. Though he says
he likes every subject in school equally, he likes to spend his time making art projects and notes
for his mom.

When asked who his hero is, Paxton says he doesn't have one—instead, he says he's his little
brother's hero. He also says that one of his favorite things about being a Spartan is getting to

say hello to Ms. Kuhn every day. Thank you, Paxton, for being such a wonderful example of joy!
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Kameron Fletcher

Our intermediate student spotlight is
Kameron Fletcher. This fifth-grader is in his
second year at Southwestern and has
already made a big impact on his peers and
teachers.

Kameron is known for his hard work, his consistent effort, and for
= being a true model student. When he's not in class, you can find

= Kameron playing with his corgi or hitting the basketball court. He's

= especially excited about basketball tryouts this year, and making the
" team is one of his top goals. He also loves to read, especially books

“ about animals.

Kameron says his favorite things about being a Spartan are the fun
decorations around the school and his kind teachers. For him,
"walking the Spartan way" means being nice to others, a quality he
demonstrates every day and is known for throughout the school.
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Student

Spotlights

Our senior high school student spotlight is
Senior Levi McInerny, a true Spartan leader
known for his positive attitude and
outstanding demeanor. A member of the
Southwestern National Honor Society and
the school's golf team, Levi is a familiar face
at school functions and contests, always
there to support his classmates.

When he's not on the golf course or
watching his classmates, Levi can often be
found in the weight room. He recently passed
the AP English Language and Composition
test, a proud moment he credits in part to
Mr. Campbell. Levi indicated that Mr.
Campbell makes class enjoyable and helped
him become a better writer.

Looking ahead, Levi plans to pursue a
degree in cybersecurity and is considering
Purdue and IU Indy. His goals for senior year
are simple: maintain his strong grades and
continue to lead by example. He shared that
his grandpa has been a great role model,
inspiring him with his strong religious faith
and his initiative to always be his best. while
Levi can often be seen at Southwestern
activities, he also finds time to work at

Timbergate Golf Course and for Kona Ice. We

thank Levi for being a great role model for all
of our students.
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Ca[d Stickford

Meet our junior high student spotlight: Calan
Stickford! A true leader in his school, Calan is
known for his amazing personality, positive
attitude, and his commitment to his teams. He's a
defensive player on the junior high soccer team
and a forward on the basketball team, proudly
representing the Spartans.

Having attended Southwestern his entire life,
Calan loves the camaraderie of playing sports for
his school. His favorite subject is social studies
because he enjoys learning from the past—both
the mistakes and the successes—to help shape
the future. For Calan, being a great leader is all
about having integrity, which means doing the
right thing, even when no one is looking.

C alan is already thinking about his future, and
he's considering a. career as an electrician. He's
inspired by his dad, who he believes would be a
great mentor. When reflecting on his favorite
teachers, he mentioned Mr. Tennell, who he
appreciates for making learning relevant by
connecting it to real-life applications. we
appreciate Calan for being such a wonderful
student and leader!
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John Williamson

Spending just a few minutes with John Williamson, you'll understand why
he's our district personnel spotlight—his smile and his warm personality are
contagious.

Now in his 17th year, John is the heart behind bus 12, safely shuttling students
between Blue River and the school. Beyond his daily route, he also manages an
elementary run and still finds time to lend a hand with bus maintenance.

For John, the best part of the job is the chance to be a positive force in a child's life. "It's all about making a
difference," he says. He loves leading kids in a positive direction and connecting with the school and community.
His advice to students is simple: "Don't let the outside presence of negativity distract you from your goals." It's
a philosophy he lives by, believing that "an open hand is better than a closed fist."

John's journey to the driver's seat was inspired by his own childhood bus driver—a person who set a positive
tone for his entire school day. John wanted to be that same important presence for the next generation of
students. It's clear that John Williamson isn't just a bus driver; he's a vital part of what makes Southwestern

\\ special.
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Liso. Park

If you want to know what makes Southwestern Junior-Senior High so special, you
need to talk to Lisa Park. Known as the foundation of the school, she is our secondary
staff spotlight.

Lisa's story at Southwestern began in the 1991-92 school year when she moved
from Indianapolis and was in need of a job. She started as a part-time custodian in
the elementary building, a position she held for 12 years. Over three decades later, her
belief in the school remains rooted in its people. “They are just like family,” she
explains, "sometimes they may frustrate you, but you never stop loving them."

When asked what advice she has for students, Lisa says to "be a kid while you can,"
but also to "don’t be afraid to step up when it is needed."

Lisa has countless memories, from a particularly wild storm that blew rain under
the main doors of the school after the power went out, to the moments that truly
matter. Nothing, she says, can top the feeling of watching her two children and two
grandchildren graduate from Southwestern. she is in awe of how much students
change from their first day as a seventh-grader to their last day as a senior. "Kids
aren't always what they seem," she notes. "Sometimes they just need a hug and
someone to love them."

Thank you, Lisq, for your dedication to our students and our community. You are a

hining example of the Southwestern spirit.
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Services Offered at

Southwestern

Cathy Clady

e The Spartan Food Pantry
for Southwestern students
and their families and anyone
living in the Southwestern
Schools District.

OPEN Ist and 3rd Tuesday of
every month from 5:00-6:30.
Door 9

e Free and reduced lunch
application.
https://secure.ezmealapp.com/
ApplicationsScreen.aspx

e Scholarship Search Page
https://www.scholarships.com/f
inancial-aid/college-
scholarships
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School News
STAY IN THE LOOP

SOUTHWESTERN HIGH SC

At SWHS, the school year is off to a great start! Our goals this year revolve around communication, knowledge and
mastery, and support. Teachers should be sending communication through our new ParentSquare app to keep families
updated on what is going on in the classroom and how your student is doing in class. We have focused our grading this
year to make sure it represents what students know and how they are making progress towards mastery of the content. You
will see that assessments (tests, quizzes, projects) will be weighted to be more of the overall grade than participation or
classwork. This will help show where students are at mastering the content. When students are not mastering the content,
teachers will provide support and intervention to help those students individually. Please check your student's grades on
PowerSchool and stay active in their learning. Continue to encourage your students to learn and thrive at SWHS, which will
help them become the best citizens and find their own success after they become a Southwestern Graduate! We look
forward to continuing this momentum throughout the remainder of the school year and making the 25-26 school year the
best one yet!

Some important upcoming dates to be aware of:
Week of September 29- ILEARN Checkpoint #1: Please encourage your students to eat a healthy breakfast and do their best
on the test.
Early October: 24-25 Yearbooks will be arriving.
October 22: Grades 9-11 will take the PSAT. This test helps us gather data to show us what support they will need moving
forward.
November 25: 8th and 10th graders will be visiting Blue River Career Center to learn about their different vocational learning
opportunities.

Go Spartans!
Principal John Tindall

SOUTHWESTERN ELEMENTARY:

SWE had a strong start to the 2025-2026 school year, and our students have settled into
a routine and great things are already happening in our classrooms!

SWE students spent August learning to "Walk the Spartan Way". We walk the "Spartan
Way" by showing kindness, being respectful, persevering, having good listening ears, and
having mental strength. We are now recognizing students who "Walk the Spartan Way" with
a positive behavior referral and rewards throughout the year. Ask your Spartan how they
are walking the Spartan Way!

We have completed all of our beginning of the year assessments, and those reports
came home with students on Sept. 5th with midterms. Teachers are always available to talk
through those reports with families. Reach out to your child's teacher with any questions
you may have about your child's progress. Parent/Teacher conferences are coming up on
Oct. 2nd and Oct. 3rd. We encourage all our families to schedule a conference time.
Conferences are the best way to learn about your child's academic successes and
academic needs. Reach out to the office if you need assistance in scheduling.



School News
A STAY IN THE LOOP

The Fall season is wrapping up, and our teams are starting to gear up for the IHSAA State Tournaments! Girls'
volleyball has found their stride, picking up 5 wins in the month of September...and counting! Boys' soccer is having yet
another solid season and will look to add another conference and sectional title to their collection in the next few
weeks. Boys' Cross Country finished as the runner up in the County, and will be very competitive in the MHC
conference race and the sectional! Our two female cross country runners, Kyndra King and Adalyn Brewer, are

getting better every night out, and have broken their own personal records a few times this year!

Izzy Andrews and Kaylee Pike stepped up to ensure we had a girls' golf team, and represented us well for the
entire season. Kaylee took home a medalist honor from a match this season!

Community Night was a huge success, with a great turnout and a record number of groups participating in the
event. The varsity match went into overtime, with our boys winning 3-0 over Hauser!
Pink Out Night was the best we've had in quite some time, with over $3k being donated to various Cancer recipients. It
was a great night for a great cause!

All of our Jr. High programs had great numbers and very competitive seasons, which means the future is bright for
our Fall programs! It's a great time to be a Spartan!

DISTRICT NEWS

We have started using ParentSquare to communicate with students, staff, and families. If you are a parent
and do not yet have access, please contact our technology director, Zach Sprout, at
2sprout@swshelby.kl2.in.us, and he will assist you. One of the pillars of our strategic plan is Community and
Communication, and we hope ParentSquare will serve as a valuable tool in meeting that goal.

Several staff members were able to attend outstanding professional development opportunities over the
summer and during the first quarter. Trainings included sessions for the new english and math textbooks at
the junior-senior high, new reading materials at the elementary, ILEARN updates, and new teacher training,
among others. The ILEARN training was especially helpful, as the assessment will now include three
checkpoints during the year in addition to a shorter summative test compared to past years.

In other news, our roofing project has been completed at both the elementary and junior-senior high. Since
20121, all non-metal roofs have now been replaced. Looking ahead, we are preparing for an HVAC upgrade in
both buildings. This project may begin as early as March and is expected to continue through the summer of
2027. Both the roofing and HVAC projects are being funded through the bonds approved in 2024 and 2025.




