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Upcoming District Dates/Events
Board Meeting - Jan 14  th

Martin Luther King Day - Jan 19  No
School

th

Board Meeting - Feb 11  th

President Day, Make up day - Feb 16th

Board Meeting - Mar 11  th

Elearning Day - Mar 13  th

Spring Break - Mar 16  - 20  th th

Southwestern Community,

I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season with loved ones. I am excited to kick off the second semester! It has
been great to see our students return from break  and I’m sure some of you are just as happy to have them back with
us here at school!
I would also like to express my appreciation for some of the meaningful efforts that took place since our last
newsletter. We hosted a Pink Out Night for volleyball, led by Blake Newkirk and Ali Fix, which raised funds to support
the fight against cancer and provide assistance to those battling this difficult disease. Our staff also organized
Thanksgiving dinners for Southwestern families, thanks to the leadership of Denise Mitchell. In addition, both schools
participated in food drives benefiting our local pantry. A huge thank you to Joanna Yend for extending the pantry hours
in November to help serve even more families.
As a reminder, we will be out of school on Martin Luther King Jr. Day, which falls on January 19 unless we have a
cancellation between now and then. We will be in session on February 16, our designated makeup day due to the
cancellation on December 1. Spring Break is scheduled for March 16–20. Hopefully, winter weather will cooperate so we
can avoid additional delays or cancellations.
Thank you for all you do to support our students and one another. Enjoy the winter season and Go Spartans!



Student Spotlights
Molly Pruitt

Annaliese Whitehouse 

This month, we are excited to announce Molly Pruitt, a bright and cheerful 2nd
grader at Southwestern, as our Elementary Student Spotlight. Molly loves
coming to school each day because she enjoys learning new things - especially in
math, her favorite subject!
One of Molly’s funniest memories at Southwestern happened during lunch when
she accidentally spilled milk all over her sandals. She remembers how cold and
weird it felt, and she still laughs about it today!

Molly looks up to her teacher, Mrs. Mayer, who she proudly calls her hero because of how much she helps and
encourages her. If Molly ever had the chance to be the teacher for a day, she says she would teach science, since
it’s something new and exciting that she hasn’t tried before.
Her favorite book is If You Give a Mouse a Cookie because it always makes her laugh. Outside of school, you can find
Molly watching television or playing outdoors - basketball is her favorite!
If Molly could invent something to make school even better, she would add more recesses to the day. We’re sure
many students would agree! She is most proud of being a good student, and we are proud of her, too.

We are excited to shine the spotlight on Southwestern
Junior High student, Annaliese Whitehouse! Annaliese joined
the Southwestern family a couple of years ago and has
quickly become a positive and familiar face in our hallways.
Her warm smile, friendly greetings, and uplifting attitude
truly represent the spirit we hope to see in all SWHS
students.

One of the things she loves most about Southwestern is the people. She appreciates how
kind the students are and how supportive the teachers have been — especially Mrs.
Mickler, Mrs. McInerny, and Mrs. Rockenbaugh, who have made a big impact on her school
experience.
Annaliese has a passion for animals and dreams of traveling the world as a veterinarian,
helping animals in need and being their voice. Her compassion and determination already
show that she’s well on her way to making a difference.
If she could go back in time and give herself a message, Annaliese would say: “Face your
fears and don’t run from them.” Her strength and courage come from her greatest role
model - her mom - who she describes as kind, sweet, selfless, and someone who never
gives up.
We’re proud to recognize Annaliese for the joy she brings to our school community!

Annaliese enjoys being involved in school activities. She is a
proud member of the choir and plans to participate in the
drama presentation for the third consecutive year. 

Outside of school, she spends her time sketching and singing, allowing her creativity to
shine.



Serenity EvansMakenna Waltz

Student
Spotlights

Southwestern is proud to shine our Intermediate
Student Spotlight on fifth-grader Serenity Evans!
Serenity brings a bright spirit to our school and is
known for her kindness and enthusiasm.
One of the things Serenity loves most about
Southwestern is how strongly our teachers stand
against bullying. She appreciates the supportive
environment created by staff  including the fun and
festive moments, like when Mrs. Haehl dresses up as an
elf during the Christmas season. Serenity also values
having a school counselor who is there to help students
who need someone to talk to.
Math is Serenity’s favorite subject because she
understands it well and enjoys the challenge it brings.
Outside the classroom, she loves dancing, spending
time with her brothers, her baby sister, and the rest of
her family. Her favorite movie is Zombies, especially
because she enjoys the singing and dancing featured
throughout the film.
Serenity has set a big goal for herself this school year
earning all A’s on her report card - and she is working
hard to make it happen. She also feels grateful that
Southwestern supports families by providing for
students’ needs and helping kids succeed every day.
Serenity is grateful for her mother because she cares
and provides for her.  We are excited to celebrate
Serenity’s accomplishments and can’t wait to see all
the great things she will continue to achieve!

Southwestern High School is proud to shine this month’s
Senior High Spotlight on Makenna Waltz. A lifelong Spartan,
Makenna has attended Southwestern her entire academic
career and has made the most of every opportunity that
has come her way.
Makenna is known for her incredible work ethic, dynamic
personality, and genuine care for others. She exemplifies
the dedication and spirit we hope to see in all students as
they move through their years at SWHS. Whether she is in
the classroom, supporting a team, or working her part-
time job, Makenna gives her very best and lifts others in
the process.
At school, she enjoys the close-knit community that comes
with a small school where everyone knows each other and
friendships run deep. Makenna serves as a manager for
the girls basketball team and has also played tennis.
Beyond athletics, she is actively involved in the Blue River
Career Programs as a cadet teacher, gaining valuable
experience toward her future career working with
children. She is also a proud member of both the National
Honor Society and the National Technical Honor Society.
After graduation, Makenna plans to attend Ivy Tech and
Ball State University to become a child life specialist, a
career path inspired by her passion for helping kids during
difficult times. Though she’s excited for the future, she
knows she will miss seeing the same familiar faces every
day.
If she could give her younger self any advice before
starting high school, Makenna says she would remind
herself, “Don’t be afraid, and do what makes you happy.”
Makenna’s bright personality and caring heart make a
positive impact on everyone around her. We are confident
she will continue to bring joy and dedication to everything
she does as she takes her next steps beyond
Southwestern.



Jami Guy

David Chaney
Staff Spotlights

Creating a positive classroom culture is something Mr. Chaney takes great pride in. He empowers his students to take
ownership of their learning and to believe in their ability to achieve great things. And while many assume he only teaches
music, Mr. Chaney works hard to integrate other subjects and skills into his lessons, making music an exciting doorway to
broader learning.
Some of his favorite memories at Southwestern include being surprised by his students with heartfelt birthday wishes and a
card, as well as the excitement and joy of his very first winter program a moment he’ll never forget. And here’s a fun fact:
Mr. Chaney thinks that students might be surprised to learn that Mr. Chaney plays just as many video games as they do!
Thank you, Mr. Chaney, for bringing enthusiasm, creativity, and heart to your work every single day. You make learning fun and
help make Southwestern a truly special place to be!

This month, we are excited to shine our Elementary Staff Spotlight on Mr. David Chaney,
elementary music teacher. Mr. Chaney originally set out to become a high school band
director, but everything changed when he had the opportunity to work with elementary
students. He quickly fell in love with the joy, excitement, and immense impact that can be
made in such a short amount of time with young learners. Since then, he’s been hooked on
helping students grow and conquer challenges they once thought were beyond their
reach.When Mr. Chaney talks about Southwestern, his smile says it all. He loves that at
Southwestern, every student is known, supported, and given the opportunity to succeed. He
believes the elementary staff does an outstanding job ensuring that no student falls
through the cracks and that every child is valued as an individual.

We are proud to recognize Jami Guy as our High School Staff Spotlight! Jami has served the
Southwestern High School Food Service Department for five years, including the last three as
our outstanding kitchen manager. Her joyful presence is well-known , Jami is always smiling,

laughing with students, and making sure everyone feels welcomed.
One of Jami’s favorite parts of her role is that she gets to see every student each day. Many

students line up for a hug from her before class, and some who attend Blue River Career
Programs in the morning make a special stop at Southwestern just to grab breakfast from Jami
before heading out. Her genuine care and daily encouragement make a meaningful impact on our

students.

Although she didn’t grow up in a small community, she attended Ben Davis High School, Jami is grateful she and
her family made the move to Southwestern. She and her husband are proud to be raising their four children in
such a supportive environment.
Before joining Southwestern, Jami spent 15 years working at Cummins Diesel, where she was the first female to hold
her position, an accomplishment that reflects her strong work ethic and determination. She also earned
postsecondary credentials in Business Management and Marketing from Ivy Tech. Her career has included roles as a
diesel technician and a store manager, but Jami says nothing compares to the fulfillment she finds in her role at
Southwestern.

Jami believes Southwestern is special because of its close-knit community where everyone knows each other. 

Jami hopes students will remember that challenges play a part in shaping who they become. “Remember the
bad days because they make the good days feel even more special,” she advises. She always strives to find

the silver lining.
We are incredibly grateful for Jami’s positivity, passion, and daily commitment to our
students. Thank you, Jami, for helping make Southwestern a wonderful place to be!



Monica Gain Services Offered at
Southwestern

 The Spartan Food Pantry
for Southwestern students    
and their families and anyone
living in the Southwestern
Schools District.
OPEN 1st and 3rd Tuesday of
every month from 5:00-6:30.
Door 9

Free and reduced lunch
application.
https://secure.ezmealapp.com/
ApplicationScreen.aspx  

Scholarship Search Page
https://www.scholarships.com/f
inancial-aid/college-
scholarships

Staff Spotlights

Our District Staff Spotlight shines on Mrs. Monica Gain, our dedicated district
librarian. Now in her second year at Southwestern, Mrs. Gain continues to grow and
thrive in her current role. She has been serving students for 27 years in multiple
positions, including elementary librarian, primary teacher, computer lab teacher,
STEM teacher, and middle school librarian. This year marks her first opportunity to
work with high school students, an experience she has truly embraced. She loves
getting to know their academic needs and supporting them through rich library
resources and services.
Mrs. Gain serves as the librarian in both of our school buildings and has enjoyed
building relationships with students and staff across the district. One of her
favorite things about Southwestern is the strong and supportive community. She
says she has never experienced such meaningful family involvement in education,
and she is especially appreciative of the alumni association and the way they
champion learning.
Although many might assume librarians spend their days surrounded by books and
reading for enjoyment, Mrs. Gain laughs at the misconception - her schedule leaves
little time for leisure reading. Even so, she is passionate about curating a diverse
and engaging collection for our students and helping them discover a lifelong love
of reading.
Last year, Mrs. Gain launched a summer reading program at the elementary school
and was thrilled when 35 students completed it. The program continues this school
year, and already two students have reached the finish line! There are also a couple
of fun facts about Mrs. Gain that may surprise you. She once led a school robotics
team to the state semifinals in Kentucky. And during her college years in Bowling
Green, Kentucky, she gained valuable life experience as a waitress.
We are grateful for Mrs. Gain’s enthusiasm, expertise, and unwavering commitment
to students of all ages. Southwestern is fortunate to have her leading our libraries
and inspiring readers every day!



STAY IN THE LOOP
SOUTHWESTERN HIGH SCHOOL:

SOUTHWESTERN ELEMENTARY:

School News

SWE had a busy first semester and we are looking forward to getting back into the swing of things! Students in
kindergarten through fifth grades completed middle of the year DIBELS testing in December. DIBELS is a series of tests
that assess students' development as readers. Be on the lookout for those scores and reach out to your child's teacher
if you have any questions or concerns. Students in kindergarten through second grade completed NWEA testing, and
those scores will be sent home soon. Third grade through sixth grade will be completing this test in January. This
assessment measures student growth through the school year. As with DIBELS, please reach out to your child's teacher
with any questions or concerns.

Over 100 students were "Caught Walking the Spartan Way" during first semester! This new program encourages
students to show kindness, be good listeners, be respectful, have mental strength, and to push through challenges.
Students are recognized with a lanyard, bracelet, picture, and ice cream party. We are looking forward to celebrating
more Spartans this semester and they continue to "Walk the Spartan Way"!

If you have not already downloaded the ParentSquare app, I encourage you to do so. SWE updates it frequently with
events, updates, and reminders. The messaging feature is also a great way to communicate with school staff! Please
reach out if you need assistance in getting this set up on your device.

Thank you for a great first semester. Jr High students showed significant growth on ILEARN
Checkpoints throughout the first semester and we look forward to continuing to watch them
progress in the third and fourth quarter.

 Second semester is aligned to continue to help students strive toward their goals through
scheduling for classes, applying for scholarships, and making concrete plans for life after high
school. 

The third and fourth nine weeks can be taxing for students and staff alike, but everyone should
continue to strive the be their best in the classroom and in everyday life!

 I look forward to celebrating the great things our students continue to anccomplish and learn in the
classrooms at SWHS!



ATHLETICS: STAY IN THE LOOP

School News

DISTRICT NEWS
Recently, the Board approved the HVAC project for both the elementary and junior-senior high
school. While planning and ordering of supplies has already begun, construction will not start until
the beginning of summer break and will be completed by the end of summer break. Please plan for
the buildings to be a little warmer during summer events than they have been in the past.

Our teachers and administrators have also been working on improving the structure of our e-
learning days. Students grades 3-6th joined via Google Meets for interactive, live instruction. We
believe this change will be beneficial for students, giving them the opportunity to engage directly
with their teachers during these learning days.

At our December Board Meeting, we presented our first-ever Community Tip of the Spear Award to
Rosie Pung. Rosie has been instrumental in advancing the work of the Southwestern Alumni
Association. This was a small token of appreciation for the tremendous dedication and support she
has shown to Southwestern. We are grateful for community members like Rosie who help our school
thrive.

Southwestern basketball season is in full swing, with our jr high and high school
teams underway. The elementary girls finished up their season in early December,
with both the 5th and 6th grade having great seasons! The elementary boys and jr
high girls will start games after Christmas break. 

The jv and varsity girls have a month left of their season, while the jv and varsity
boys have a lot of basketball left to play!

Call out meetings for Spring sports will happen soon, so be on the lookout for parent
square messages or announcements at school! Go Spartans!


