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Upcoming District Dates/Events
Board Meeting - April 15  th

Board Meeting - May 13th

 
Memorial Day/No School - May 25  th

School Make-up Day/Last Day- May 26  th

Graduation - May 29  th

Board Meeting  - June 10  th

Board Meeting - July 15th

Southwestern Community,

I hope you all had an enjoyable spring break. We are now in the home stretch of the school year, with many exciting things
happening over the next two months. I am looking forward to this busy and rewarding time, and I hope you are as well.   

The weather in January brought a significant amount of snow, resulting in several cancellations. As a result, the last day
of school has been moved to Tuesday, May 26. Graduation will not be impacted and will still take place on Friday, May 29.  

Testing season is now in full swing. Our 2nd and 3rd grade students have already completed IREAD testing, though some
may retest in May. ILEARN testing will take place for all students in grades 3 through 8, and high school students will be
taking various AP exams in May. Please refer to your building’s schedule for specific testing dates and times. We
appreciate your support in ensuring students are well-rested and prepared during this time.

Please look for registration information for returning students, which will be sent in early May. Early registration helps
us prepare effectively for the upcoming school year. Thank you for all you do to support our students and one another.
Enjoy the spring season and GO SPARTANS! 
                                                                                                                                                      Superintendent - Dr. Jamie Wilkins



Student Spotlights
Clifton Burbrink

Karlene Muldoon

Southwestern is excited to shine the spotlight on first-grade student Clifton Burbrink!
Clifton is a bright and enthusiastic learner who truly enjoys his time at school. His favorite parts of the day include
going to specials, having fun with friends, and building his skills in math and reading. He especially looks forward to
physical education because it’s fun, music because he enjoys listening, and math because it comes easily to him.
One of Clifton’s proudest accomplishments this year is reading an entire book all by himself, Super Mario! He has also
been recognized several times for “Walking the Spartan Way,” showing his commitment to being respectful,
responsible, and safe throughout the school day.
Clifton looks up to his biggest heroes, his mom and dad. They make him feel safe and supported. Their encouragement
helps inspire his positive attitude and love of learning.
If Clifton were a teacher for a day, he would choose to teach math and reading, two subjects he enjoys. Outside of
school, he likes to play video games and spend time learning about dinosaurs and amphibians, showing his curiosity
about the world around him.
Clifton’s kindness, hard work, and enthusiasm make him a wonderful example of a Southwestern student. We are
proud of all he has accomplished and look forward to seeing him continue to grow and succeed!

Southwestern is proud to recognize fourth-grade student Karlene Muldoon! Karlene is
a motivated and hardworking student who enjoys the many opportunities available at
Southwestern. One of her favorite things about school is being able to take advanced
math, where she challenges herself and continues to grow academically. She also
appreciates her kind teachers and values the strong friendships she has built with
her classmates.
This year, Karlene is especially proud of mastering multiplying and dividing decimals,
an accomplishment that reflects her dedication and perseverance in the classroom.
Outside of academics, she loves spending time with her friends, especially playing
hide and seek tag during recess.
Karlene enjoys reading and cites Ground Zero as her favorite book because of its
powerful storytelling about the events of 9/11. Her curiosity and interest in learning
extend beyond the classroom, as she dreams of visiting Seattle someday, where her
aunt and uncle live.
She looks up to her parents as her biggest role models, sharing that they give her
great advice and support her in everything she does. With a strong sense of
determination, Karlene has set a personal goal to earn mostly A’s each year before
leaving elementary school.
Karlene’s positive attitude, strong work ethic, and commitment to her goals make her
an outstanding example of a Southwestern student. We are proud of her
achievements and excited to see all she will accomplish in the future.



JP Haynes

Caleb McDonald

Student
Spotlights

Southwestern is proud to highlight eighth-grade student
JP Haynes! JP appreciates the opportunities Southwestern
provides, sharing that the school gives every student a
chance to learn and grow in ways they might not
experience elsewhere. As he looks ahead to high school, JP
is excited to challenge himself by taking AP and honors
classes, continuing his commitment to academic
excellence.
JP is an active student who enjoys basketball and is
looking forward to playing golf next year. Whether on the
court or preparing to try something new, he brings energy
and determination to everything he does. At school, he
enjoys spending time with friends, sharing laughs, and
making jokes that brighten the day.
He credits two of his favorite teachers, Mr. Rather and Mr.
Oswalt, for pushing him to grow as a student. He
appreciates how they challenge him academically while
also bringing humor into the classroom, making learning
both meaningful and enjoyable.
Outside of school, JP likes to stay active by playing
basketball, taking walks, and relaxing with video games
like Minecraft. He also enjoys reading, naming Project Hail
Mary as his favorite book, and he liked the movie as well.
JP looks up to his parents as his biggest role models
because of their strong work ethic and dedication to doing
what’s best for their family. Inspired by their example, JP
has set ambitious goals for himself: to graduate high
school with all A’s in AP classes and to attend college to
study medicine.
JP’s drive, positivity, and sense of humor make him a great
representative of Southwestern. We are excited to see all
he will accomplish in the years ahead!

Southwestern is proud to recognize junior Caleb
McDonald! Since arriving his freshman year, Caleb has
appreciated the close-knit environment at
Southwestern, where he knows his classmates and
feels connected to the school community. This sense of
belonging has helped him grow both academically and
as a leader.
Caleb is actively involved in several organizations,
including National Honor Society, tennis, and FFA, where
he currently serves as president. In his leadership role,
Caleb enjoys the responsibility of guiding others,
managing the chapter’s Instagram page, and stepping
in to help solve problems when they arise. His dedication
and initiative make a positive impact on those around
him.
Academically, Caleb’s favorite class is dual credit U.S.
History taught by Mr. Cunningham. He enjoys the
engaging nature of the class and has developed a
strong interest in history through the course.
Outside of school, Caleb leads an active lifestyle. He
works and enjoys spending his free time hunting,
fishing, snow skiing, and hiking.
Caleb credits his father as his biggest role model,
describing him as a good man who has had a strong
influence on his life. He shares that his father has
helped instill a strong work ethic that guides him in
everything he does.
Looking ahead, Caleb hopes to attend Purdue University
after graduation. While he is still exploring his exact
path, he is interested in pursuing a field related to
agriculture.
Caleb’s leadership, strong character, and work ethic
make him an outstanding representative of
Southwestern!



Angela Stegner

Marty Robinson
Staff Spotlights

Mr. Robinson is currently in his ninth year in education, with four of those years spent at Southwestern. During that time, he has
become a valued member of the school community, drawn in by what he describes as the school’s “close-knit, hometown feel.” He
also credits the strong support system around him, noting that the administration consistently has his back and fosters a culture
where everyone is working toward a common goal.
Teaching 2nd grade is a perfect fit for Mr. Robinson. He enjoys working with students at a stage where they are becoming more
independent, eager to learn, and beginning to develop their unique personalities. “Mr. Robinson says that it’s exciting to see that
growth, both academically and personally.
Among his many experiences in the classroom, one success stands out. Mr. Robinson recalls a student who entered 2nd grade
without knowing letter sounds. Through consistent effort, encouragement, and targeted instruction, that same student left his
classroom as a reader. Moments like these reflect the heart of his teaching philosophy and the impact he strives to make every day.
Beyond academics, Mr. Robinson brings a fun and relatable energy to his classroom. Students are often surprised to learn that he is
nearly 40 years old, especially given his enthusiasm for video games, action movies, and collectibles.  These interests are proudly
displayed throughout his classroom. His students appreciate the way he connects learning to things they enjoy.
When reflecting on what his students have taught him, Mr. Robinson emphasizes the importance of individuality in learning. “Every
student learns differently,” he explains. “They all have unique needs, and sometimes they even teach me new ways to understand
things.” This mindset continues to shape his approach and keeps his teaching dynamic and responsive.
Outside the classroom, Mr. Robinson considers his greatest accomplishments to be being a father and living out his Christian faith,
two roles that influence the care and perspective he brings to his students each day.

At Southwestern High School, students are more than just names on a roster. 
They are individuals with unique goals, challenges, and potential. Helping guide them along their
journey is Angie Stegner, a dedicated school counselor who has a passion for students.
For Angie, the most rewarding part of her role is the opportunity to truly connect with students. At Southwestern,
students are not just numbers, she shares. Through her open door policy, she ensures that every student has
access to support, conversation, and guidance when they need it most. This personalized approach allows her to
better understand each student and help meet their individual needs.
One of the aspects Angie enjoys most about her position is the variety each day brings. No two days are alike, and
that’s exactly how she likes it. Whether she’s helping a student navigate a challenge, exploring new opportunities for
academic or career growth, or working through the intricacies of scheduling, Angie embraces the dynamic nature of her
role. In fact, she especially enjoys the scheduling process, seeing it as a puzzle that helps set students up for success.
Angie has also played a key role in expanding opportunities for Southwestern students. She is particularly proud of the
growth in Career and Technical Education (CTE) offerings from just one pathway to six. Additionally, students now have
the opportunity to earn up to 30 college credit hours through dual credit courses, opening doors for their futures beyond
high school.
While these accomplishments are significant, it’s the personal moments that stand out most to Angie. Her favorite
memory each year is graduation. Watching students, especially those who have faced struggles, walk across the stage
and receive their diplomas is incredibly meaningful. 
Interestingly, Angie’s path to counseling wasn’t a traditional one. She began her career as an accountant. However, her
perspective changed when she interacted with her daughter’s school counselor. Inspired by the impact those
counselors had and the relationships they built, Angie decided to return to school and pursue a new career in
counseling.

Over time, she has also seen growth in the student body at Southwestern. When she first arrived, many students were
hesitant to take on difficult challenges. Today, she sees a shift, students are becoming more willing to step outside their
comfort zones and embrace opportunities for growth. Through her compassion, dedication, and belief in every student’s
potential, Angie Stegner continues to make a lasting difference at Southwestern High School.

At Southwestern, educators do more than teach. They build relationships, inspire growth, and help shape the
future. One such educator is Marty Robinson, a dedicated 2nd grade teacher who brings passion, personality,
and purpose into his classroom each day.



Ashley Landrum

Services Offered at
Southwestern

 The Spartan Food Pantry
for Southwestern students and their
families and anyone living in the
Southwestern Schools District. OPEN
1st and 3rd Tuesday of every month
from 5:00-6:30. Door 9

Free and reduced lunch
application.

https://secure.ezmealapp.co
m/ApplicationScreen.aspx  

Spartan Family University!
https://drive.google.com/driv
e/folders/1r-xXGaRaO_mY-
tD1tk6uiU8gObAdaRAb 

Check out our Strategic Plan.
https://www.swshelby.k12.in.
us/board/strategic-plan/file 

Staff Spotlights

At Southwestern, we are fortunate to have dedicated educators who go
above and beyond for our students.  Ashley Landrum is a shining
example of that commitment.
Ashley has been serving Southwestern students for nine years,
including the past two years as our District Special Education
Coordinator. In her role, she supports both students and staff, helping
ensure that every learner has the tools and opportunities they need to
succeed. While her current position is largely focused on coordination
and leadership, Ashley makes it a priority to stay connected to students.
Last year, she worked directly with a small intervention group at the
elementary level, an experience she deeply valued, as it allowed her to
engage more personally in student growth.
Ashley’s passion for education began during her final year of
undergraduate studies when she had the opportunity to observe a
school psychologist. That experience sparked a clear sense of purpose
and set her on the path to her current career, which she continues to
approach with dedication and heart.
What Ashley appreciates most about Southwestern is its close-knit
community. She values how staff, students, and families come together
to support one another. She is especially proud of the special education
team, noting their resilience and willingness to adapt to change while
always striving for improvement.
Outside of school, Ashley enjoys spending time with her daughter,
reading, and baking, especially her daughter’s favorite, banana bread.
When it comes to advice for students, Ashley shares an important
reminder that everyone learns differently. She encourages students to
discover how they learn best and to embrace those differences with
confidence.



2025-2026 Calendar 
Board adopted: 10/16/2024 

 August 2025 
T W 

October 2025 

November 2025 

December 2025 

September 2025 

 

May 2026 

April 2026 

 

March 2026 

January2026 
T W  

 

February 2026 

M Th F M Th F 

4

11

18

25

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

3

10

17

24

6

13

20

27

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

5

12

19

26

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

7

14

21

28

4

11

18

25

3

10

17

24

6

13

20

27

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

5

12

19

26

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

4

11

18

25

7

14

21

28

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

6

13

20

27

4

11

18

25

5

12

19

26

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

7

14

21

28

5

12

19

26

5

12

19

26

2 

9 

16 

23 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

6

13

20

27

4

11

18

25

6

13

20

27

3 

10 

17 

24 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

7

14

21

28

5

12

19

26

4 

11 

18 

25 

7

14

21

28

4

11

18

25

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

6

13

20

27

5 

12 

19 

26 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

5

12

19

26

7

14

21

28

3

10

17

24

6 

13 

20 

27 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

6

13

20

27

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

29

 
May
22
25
26 

March
6
13
16-20 

 
August 4 6
 
September 

 
October 
2 3 6-10
 
November 

1

Graduation 

Teacher Work Day
First Student Day 

Labor Day(No School) 
 
End of 1stQtr. (41 days)
No School
Fall Break(No School) 

Thanksgiving Break (No 
School) 

End 2nd Qtr. (47 days)
End 1st Semester (88 days)
Winter Break (No School) 

End 4th Qtr. (50 days)
End 2nd Semester (92 days)
Memorial Day/No School
Teacher Work Day 

Winter Break (No School)
Teacher Work Day (No School)
Begin 3rd Qtr / 2nd Semester
Martin Luther King Day (No 
School) 

President’s Day 
(No School/Possible make-up day)

End 3rd Qtr. (42 days)
ELearning Day
Spring Break (No School) 

26-28 

December 
20 23-31
January
1-2 5 6
19
February
16 

 

Teacher Day (No Students) 
No School 
No School/ Possible Make-Up 
Early Release 
End of Quarter 
Elearning Day 

Possible Make-Up Days: February 16, 2025 

State Law requires that school days lost because 
of emergency cancellations be made up if the total 
number of student school days does not equal the 

minimum 180 days. It may be necessary to add 
extra days to the end of the calendar. 



STAY IN THE LOOP
SOUTHWESTERN HIGH SCHOOL:

SOUTHWESTERN ELEMENTARY:

School News

SWE had a successful 3rd quarter and we are busy preparing for ILEARN testing. Students in third through sixth grades will
be testing from April 20th-May1st. Here are some ways you can help your child prepare for testing.
1. Rest and sleep are so important children's focus and ability to do their personal best on challenging tasks. Please be sure
your child is getting plenty of sleep during these weeks. You may also notice your child being a little extra tired from the
mental strain of testing.
2. Play! Your child would benefit from some extra time doing active play during testing.
3. Please be sure your child eats a good breakfast at home or at school each morning. Just a reminder, school breakfast is
free for all students!
4. Please do your best to ensure your child is at school each day during testing and is on time.
5. Remind your child to do his/her personal best, but don't put too much pressure or focus on the test. These tests can be
stressful for some students.

SWE is excited to announce that we will be honored at the State Literacy Achievement Celebration on April 8th at the Indiana
Statehouse for our 100% passing rate on IREAD during the 2024-2025 school year! This is a huge accomplishment for our
students and reflects all their hard work. This is also an honor for all the SWE staff as we have worked collaboratively to
provide programming to meet the individual needs of our students.

We will be focusing on finishing strong over these next 8 weeks. As always, reach out to your child's teacher or the office if
you have any concerns. 

A lot goes on in the Spring at SWHS. Over the past couple months we have hosted an amazing Dinner
and a Show performance from our band, choir, spartanettes, and dinner provided by the FFA. Winter
sports seasons have wrapped up and we will head into the spring season with the hopes of warm
weather!
 In March, the 11th grade took the state mandated SAT and the months of April and May are by far the
months with the most testing. Jr. High students will be taking the summative ILEARN, and any students
taking AP classes will take AP Exams.
Opening in early May, the Southwestern Greenhouse is always an important staple of springtime in our
community. Make sure to keep tabs on their hours and don’t miss out on the beautiful flowers.
 We look forward to meeting our 5th and 6th grade families at our 6th/7th grade orientation on April 23
at 6:00pm. Scheduling is in full force and all students will have tentative schedules before leaving for
the summer. 
We are in the final stretch of the school year, and even though the weather is going to become
increasingly better, it is important for students to stay motivated and focused on their academics and
finish the school year strong! We invite everyone to join us for the graduation ceremony for the Class of
2026 on Friday, May 29, 2026 at 7:00pm in the main gymnasium.



ATHLETICS: STAY IN THE LOOP

School News

DISTRICT NEWS
In February, the Board of Education discussed the future of weather-related school closures for the 2026–27 school
year. Beginning next year, the first five days of school closures will be implemented as eLearning days. Because
these days will be synchronous, they will count as regular instructional days.  If additional closures are needed, the
next five days will be made up at the end of the school year and are already built into the district calendar, which is
available on our website. Any closures beyond those ten days will again be conducted as eLearning days. This plan
will be communicated again at the start of next school year and as needed when closures occur.

As we prepare for the 2026–27 school year, the district is also facing some difficult financial decisions. Due to
budget constraints, several positions are being considered for reduction or elimination. While these are not decisions
we take lightly, they are necessary in response to funding challenges. Many school districts across the state are
experiencing similar circumstances due to Senate Enrolled Act 1 and declining school funding.  

During the August board meeting, a decision was made to transition sixth-grade students to the junior-senior high
school beginning in the 2026–27 school year. Planning is underway to ensure a positive and supportive learning
experience for these students. While our elementary staff will certainly miss them, the junior-senior high staff is
excited to welcome them into their building.  

Winter sports wrapped up in the first part of March, and we now turn our attention to Spring
sports! 
Unfortunately, there was not enough interest to field a varsity baseball or varsity softball team
this season. Track, boys' golf, and girls' tennis numbers, however, are as high as they have
ever been! This spring, we will have varsity girls' tennis, varsity boys' golf, varsity boys' and
girls' track, Jr. High softball, Jr. High baseball, and Jr. High track! Be sure to come out and
support our Spartans!

All student athletes will need a new physical performed after April 1, 2026 in order to be
eligible for summer workouts and athletics in the 2026-2027 school year.

We will offer a sports physical at school during the school day on May 1, 2026. In order to take
advantage of this, one will need to sign up beforehand at nursesdirectconnect.com. Also, you
will need to fill out the physical form and bring it to Mr. Phillips by April 27th. Don't miss out!
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