
SOUTHWESTERN CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES 

January 14, 2026 

Members Present: John Blue, Jonathan Deater, Blake Newkirk, Dustin Simpson, Brad 
Stamper, Derrek Tennell, and Daryl Thomas 
Member Not Present: 

I. Call to Order
A. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America

Mr. Tennell called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m. in the 
Southwestern Consolidated Administration building. He led the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the United States flag. 

B. Welcome, Introductions and recognitions
Dr. Wilkins welcomed everyone in attendance. 
Mr. Tindall recognized the IASP Rising Star recipients for this year. These 
students included Landon Drake, Bruce O'Brien, Ethan Sipes, and Jayden 
Thurston. These juniors were recognized for leadership and academic 
strength and scholarship qualities. 
Mrs. Haehl recognized Violet Alexander as a student of the month of 
December from the Elementary School. 

II. Board Election
A. Election of Board Officers for board of trustees and board of finance.

This election was facilitated by school attorney Amy Mathews. Ms. 
Matthews let board members know that a recent change in the law 
allowed board elections to take place by January 31st each year Instead 
of the previous date of January 15th each year. 

Mr. Stamper nominated Mr. Dealer to serve as the board president for 
2026. Mr. Blue seconded the motion. Carried 7-0 
Mr. Tennell nominated Mrs. Newkirk to serve as the board vice-president 
for 2026. Mr. Blue seconded the motion. Carried 7-0 
Mr. Tennell nominated Mr. Simpson to serve as the board secretary for 
2026. Mrs. Newkirk seconded the motion. Carried 7-0 

B. Appointment of Blue River Career Program Representative
Mrs. Newkirk nominated Mr. Thomas as the board representative to 
BRCP. Mr. Tennell seconded the motion. Carried 7-0 

C. Appointment of School positions:
Attorney: Church, Church, Hittle, and Antrim, 
Board Executive Secretary & Business Manager: Bonnie Thopy 
HR Specialist: Jessica Blackwell 
Corporation EGA treasurer: Amber Mitchell 
Mr. Stamper moved and Mr. Tennell seconded to approve the positions. 
Carried 7-0 










